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O my servants’ Through the might of god and

His power, and out of the treasury of THis knovoledge
and wisdom, J have brought forth and revealed unto Yot
the pearls that lay concealed in the Jepths of His
everlasting ocean. J have summoned the Maids of
“Heaven to emerge from behind the veil of concealment,
and have clothed them with these words of Mine —
words of consummale power and wisdom. J have,
moreover, with the hand of divine power, unsealed the
choice wine of my Revelation, and have mafted its
holy, its hidden, and musk-laden fragrance upon all
created things. “Who else but yourselves is to be blamed 1f
ye choose to remain unendowed with so greal an
outpouring of god's transcendent and all-encompassing
grace, with so bright a revelation of His resplendent

mercy?

Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 327-8
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Preface

“If the Baha’is want to be really effective in teaching the
Cause, they need to discuss intelligently, intellectually,
the present condition of the world and its problems.
We need Baha’i scholars, not only people far, far more
deeply aware of what our teachings really are, but also
well-read and well-educated people, capable of
correlating our teachings to the current thoughts of the
leaders of society. We Baha’is should, in other words,
arm our minds with knowledge in order to better
demonstrate to, especially, the educated classes, the

truths enshrined in our Faith.” (Letter written on behalf of
Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, 5 July 1949, quoted in
Scholarship 4)

The main goal of the Irfan Colloquia and publications is to
facilitate and promote what is recommended by Shoghi Effendi
in the above-mentioned guidance. In addition to individual
efforts in acquiring deeper and systematic knowledge of the
Writings of the Central Figures of the Baha’i Faith and
contemporary trends of thoughts of leaders of society, certain
collective and cooperative actions are also necessary in order
to maximize the benefits of such endeavors. Irfan activities
attempt to provide various opportunities and vehicles for such
collaborative efforts and presentation and discussion of the
end results of deeper and systematic studies in the fundamental
principles of the Baha’i belief system, their application to the
current challenges facing humanity, and comparative studies
of various religious trends and different schools of thought
from a Baha’i perspective.

Irfan Colloquia are annually organized and conducted in
Europe and North America in English, Persian and German.
These gatherings provide open forums for exchanges of studies
and research findings, as well as team-building among those
interested and engaged in such scholarly activities. The
abstracts of all the presentations and the text of selected papers
delivered at those colloquia are published in three series of
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Abstracts booklets and annual collections of articles in
English, Persian and German.

This volume presents a collection of 12 research papers. Four
of the papers present studies in the Baha’i scriptural texts:
Baha’u’llah’s  “Lawh-i-Maryam” by Julio Savi and Faezeh
Mardani, ‘Abdu’l-Bah4d’s “Tablet on the Functioning of the
Universal House of Justice” by Moojan Momen, Shoghi
Effendi’s “Enfoldment of World’s Civilization” by James
Thomas, and “Art of Rhetoric in the Writings of Shoghi
Effendi” by Jack McLean. The articles on Lawh-i-Maryam and
Tablet on the Functioning of the Universal House of Justice
include a provisional translation of those Tablets.

Fundamental principles of the Baha’i belief system are dealt
with in the articles on “Bah4’i Covenant” by Ali Nakhjavani,
“Word is the Master Key” by Wolfgang Klebel, and “Baha’i
Faith and Pluralism” by Grant Martin.

Comparative studies are presented in “Buddhism and the
Baha’i Writings” by Ian Kluge, “Minimalism from Baha’i
Perspective” by Mahyad Rahnamaie, and “Mysticism East and
West” by Farhang Jahanpour. These papers attempt to deal
with various religious trends and schools of thought.

The fourth category of papers is archival studies. Youli
[oannessyan introduces the content of one of the richest
collections of documents on early development of the Baha’i
Faith that were collected by famous Russian Orientalist, Baron
Rose. “Chronicle of a Birth” by Amin Egea is the third section
of introducing references to the Babi and Baha’i Religions in
Spain. The first two sections were published in the Lights of
Irfin, Books Five and Seven.

The section on ELUCIDATIONS includes three memoranda
from the Research Department of the Universal House of
Justice providing clarifying information on the following
subjects: Tablet of the Bab addressed to Mirza Yahyad Azal,
authenticity of the contents of the letters written on behalf of
Shoghi Effendi, and Daniel’s prophesies. These memoranda and
their enclosed documents present the results of careful search
in the Writings and provide clarifying responses to some
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important questions. They offer valuable information for
research and studies in Baha’i Faith.

For those readers interested to know the topics of the papers
published in previous volumes of the Lights of Irfin, Appendix
Il presents a list of all those papers. Listing of the papers
published in various volumes of the Lights of Irfin provides
preliminary familiarity with the range, types, methodological
approaches and quality of the papers that are welcome to be
presented at the Irfan Colloquia and published in the Lights of
Irfin. In addition to the papers presented at the Irfan
Colloquia, research papers related to the main goals of the Irfan
Colloquium may also be directly submitted for publication in
the Lights of Irfan.

Starting from Book Six we have adopted two changes in the
Trfan Colloquia’s style guide. All “authoritative” publications
are cited by an abbreviation; see Appendix I, “Bibliography of
the Baha’i Writings and Their Abbreviations Used in This
Book.” Words of Prophets/Manifestations, i.e. quotations
from Sacred Writings, (not including statements by Shoghi
Effendi or the Universal House of Justice), are italicized.

All papers in this volume present the views and
understandings of their authors. The texts of the papers are
published as provided by the authors. The writing styles and
scholarly approaches are therefore different. Articles are
published in this volume according to the alphabetical order of
the author’s last names.

Iraj Ayman
Chicago, May 2007






