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Abbreviations Used in this Book

abl `Abdu’l-Bahá.`Abdu’l-Bahá in London
adj shoghi Effendi. Advent of Divine Justice
aro Arohanui: Letters from Shoghi Effendi to New Zealand
cc Compilation of Compilations volumes 1-3
esw Bahá’u’lláh. Epistle to the Son of the Wolf
fwu `Abdu’l-Bahá. Foundations of World Unity
gpb shoghi Effendi. God Passes By 
gwb Bahá’u’lláh. Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh
hw Bahá’u’lláh. Hidden Words
ka Bahá’u’lláh. Kitáb-i-Aqdas
ki Bahá’u’lláh. Kitáb-i-Íqán
muhj Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1963-86
pb Bahá’u’lláh. The Proclamation of Bahá’u’lláh
pba Compilation. Principles of Bahá’í Administration
pdc shoghi Effendi. Promised Day Is Come
pm Bahá’u’lláh. Prayers and Meditations
pt `Abdu’l-Bahá. Paris Talks
pup `Abdu’l-Bahá. Promulgation of Universal Peace
sdc `Abdu’l-Bahá. Secret of Divine Civilization
slh Bahá’u’lláh. Summons of the Lord of Hosts
sv Bahá’u’lláh. Seven Valleys and the Four Valleys
sw Star of the West
swab `Abdu’l-Bahá. Selections from the Writings of `Abdu’l-Bahá 
swb Báb, The. Selections from the Writings of the Báb
tab `Abdu’l-Bahá. Tablets of Abdul-Bahá Abbas, volumes 1–3 
tb Bahá’u’lláh. Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh Revealed after the Kitáb-i-Aqdas
tdp `Abdu’l-Bahá. Tablets of the Divine Plan
wob shoghi Effendi. World Order of Bahá’u’lláh: Selected Letters
wt `Abdu’l-Bahá. Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

 
See a complete list of abbreviations at  
http://bahai-library com/abbreviations_bahai_writings
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Lights of ‘Irfán Book Thirteen

Previous Volumes  of Lights of ‘Irfán 
 

Lights of ‘Irfán Book One, © 2000
Kitáb-i-Aqdas as Described and Glorified by Shoghi Effendi 
 Cyrus Alai

The Seven Valleys of Bahá’u’lláh and Farid ud-Din Attar 
 Sheila Banani

Common Teachings in Chinese Culture and the Bahá’í Faith: From  
Material Civilization to Spiritual Civilization 
 Albert K. Cheung 

The Bedrock of Bahá’í Belief: The Doctrine of Progressive Revelation 
 Zaid Lundberg

The New Age Phenomenon and the Bahá’í Faith 
 Zaid Lundberg

A Study of the Meaning of the Word “Al-Amr” in the Qur’án  
and in the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh 
 Moojan Momen

The Book of Revelation Revealed in Glory:  
A Summary of Glorious Revelation 
 William Ridgers

The Development of Humankind 
 Julio Savi

The Concept of Sacred Justice in Hebrew Eschatology 
 Gary Selchert

Some Chronological Issues in the Law -̇i-Óikmat of Bahá’u’lláh 
 Peter Terry

Àbdu’l-Bahá’s Explanation of the Teachings of Bahá’u’lláh: Tablets and 
Talks Translated into English (1911-1920) 
 Peter Terry

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Two, © 2001
“Point” and “Letter” in the Writings of the Báb 
 Muhammad Afnan

Perception into Faith: A Radical Discontinuity within Unity 
 William Barnes
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An Introduction to the Súratu’l-Haykal (Discourse of The Temple) 
 Mohamad Ghasem Bayat

The Firm Cord of Servitude  
 Theo Cope

The Human Intellect: A Bahá’í-inspired Perspective 
 Adrian John Davis

The Perfect Man and the Manifestation of God 
 Y.A. Ioannesyan

The Mystic Cup: The Essential Mystical Nature of the Bahá’í Faith 
 LeRoy Jones

A Short Poem by “Darvísh” Mu̇ ammad, Bahá’u’lláh: “Sáqí az ghayb-
i-baqá’ burqa’ bar afkan az ‘idhár”: Introduction and Three Versions of 
Provisional English Translations 
 Franklin D. Lewis

The Tablet of Unity (Law -̇i-Itti˙ád): A Provisional Translation 
 Moojan Momen

Àbdu’l-Bahá’s Commentary on Quránic Verses Concerning the Overthrow 
of the Byzantines: The Stages of the Soul 
 Moojan Momen

“What I Want to Say is Wordless”: Mystical Language,  
Revelation and Scholarship 
 Ismael Velasco

Keys to the Proper Understanding of Islam in  
The Dispensation of Bahá’u’lláh 
 Brian A. Wittman

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Three, © 2002
A Journey through the Seven Valleys 
 Ghasem Bayat

The beginning that has no beginning: Bahá’í Cosmology 
 Vahid Brown

Knowledge, Certitude and the Mystical Heart:  
The Hidden Essence of God’s Word 
 LeRoy Jones

The Báb’s Epistle on the Spiritual Journey towards God 
 Todd Lawson

From Adam to Bahá’u’lláh: The Idea of a Chain of Prophecy 



440 441

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Thirteen

 Zaid Lundberg

The Wronged One: Shí’í Narrative Structure in Bahá’u’lláh’s Tablet of 
Visitation for Mullá Óusayn 
 William McCants

The Mystical Dimensions of the Bahá’í Administrative Order 
 Kavian Milani

Mysticism and the Bahá’í Community 
 Moojan Momen

The Law -̇i-Mánikjí ˆá˙ib: intro and provisional translation 
 Ramin Neshati

The Seven Valleys and the Scientific Method 
 Robert Sarracino

Theological Responses to Modernity in 19th-century Middle East 
 Oliver Scharbrodt

Mysticism in African Traditional Religion and in the Bahá’í Faith:  
Classification of Concepts and Practices 
 Enoch Tanyi

An Exposition on the Fire Tablet by Bahá’u’lláh 
 James Thomas

Influence of Bábí Teachings on Ming Tang and 19th-century China 
 Jianping Wang

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Four, © 2003
An Epistle of Sayyid Àlí Mu̇ ammad ‘the Báb’ to Sultan Abdulmecid 
 Necati Alkan

“Thee” and “thee” in the translation of the Súrih of the Temple (Súriy-i-
Haykal) 
 Khazeh Fananapazir

The Aristotelian Substratum of the Bahá’í Writings 
 Ian Kluge

The Call into Being: Introduction to a Bahá’í Existentialism 
 Ian Kluge

The Tablet to Hardegg (Law -̇i-Hirtík): A Tablet of Bahá’u’lláh to the 
Templer Leader Georg David Hardegg 
 Stephen Lambden

The Tablet of the Bell (Law -̇i-Náqúsí) of Bahá’u’lláh 
 Stephen Lambden
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The ‘Akká Traditions in the Epistle to the Son of the Wolf 
 Moojan Momen

The Tablet of Maqsúd (Law -̇i-Maqsúd): Guidance on  
Human Nature and Leadership 
 Ramin Neshati

Inmates of the Celestial Pavilion 
 Research department of the Bahá’í World Centre

Letters of the Quranic Dispensation 
 Research Department of the Bahá’í World Centre

The Uses of Genealogy and Genealogical Information in Select Persianate 
and Bábí/Bahá’í Sources: A Preliminary Survey 
 Sholeh A. Quinn

An Exposition of the Tablet of the World (Law -̇i-Dunya) 
 James B. Thomas

Bahá’u’lláh’s First Tablet to Napoleon III 
 Ismael Velasco

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Five, © 2004
Number of the Letters of the Living 
 Mu̇ ammad Afnan 

Images of Christ in the Writings of Àbdu’l-Bahá 
 Maryam Afshar

Letters to Bahá’í princesses: Tablets revealed in honour of the women of 
Ibn-i Asdaq’s household 
 Dominic Parviz Brookshaw

Textual Resurrection: Book, Imám, and Cosmos in the Qur’án Commen-
taries of the Báb 
 Vahid Brown

Chronicles of a Birth: Early References to the Bábí and Bahá’í Religions in 
Spain (1850-1853) 
 Amín E. Egea

Unity and Progressive Revelation: Comparing Bahá’í Principles with the 
Basic Concepts of Teilhard de Chardin 
 Wolfgang A Klebel

Process Philosophy and the Bahá’í Writings: An Initial Exploration 
 Ian Kluge
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Kaleidoscope: Some Aspects of Angelology, Light, the Divine Throne and 
Color Mysticism in Bábí and Bahá’í Scripture 
 Stephen Lambden

Karím Khán Kirmání and the Kitáb-i-̂ qán 
 Sholeh A. Quinn

Service, Joy and Sacrifice: An Essay on Commentaries by Àbdu’l-Bahá 
 James B. Thomas

The Manifestations of God and Their Function in Human History 
 Iscander Micael Tinto

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Six, © 2005
The Life and Times of August Forel 
 Sheila Banani

Bahá’í Understanding of Reincarnation in Relation to the World’s Faiths 
 Sateh Bayat and Vafa Bayat

Autobibliography in the Writings of the Báb 
 Vahid Brown

Models and Idols: Towards a Philosophy of the Community of Mind 
 Sháhbaz Fatheazam

True of Thyself: The Mystical Writings of Bahá’u’lláh and Ken Wilber’s 
System of Integral Philosophy 
 Wolfgang A. Klebel

Bahá’í Ontology: An Initial Reconnaissance 
 Ian Kluge

Àbdu’l Bahá’s Tablet of the Two Calls: Civilizing Barbarity 
 Manooher Mofidi

SunWALK: A Bahá’í-inspired Model of Education 
 Roger Prentice

Interpretation and the Guardianship 
 Ian Semple

The Signs of Prophet-Hood: An Exposition on a Tablet by Àbdu’l-Bahá 
 James B. Thomas

Infallibility of the Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith 
 Research Department of the Universal House of Justice

A Commentary on the Conclusion on True Mysticism 
 Enoch Tanyi
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Lights of ‘Irfán Book Seven, © 2006
Andalusí Theosophy: A Recontextualization 
 J. Vahid Brown

Out of Jewish Roots: Studies of Prayer Patterns in Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim and Bahá’í Worship 
 Ted Brownstein

Chronicles of a Birth: Early References to the Bábí and Bahá’í Religions in 
Spain (1854-1876) 
 Amín E. Egea

The St. Petersburg 19th Century Orientalist Collection of Materials on the 
Bábí and Bahá’í Faiths: Primary and Other Sources 
 Y.A. Ioannesyan

Origins of the Bahá’í Concept of Unity and Causality: A Brief Survey of 
Greek, Neoplatonic, and Islamic Underpinnings 
 B.R. Khadem

Law -̇i-Óikmat, Bahá’u’lláh’s Tablet of Wisdom: Towards a Progressive 
Bahá’í Theology 
 Wolfgang A. Klebel

Further Explorations in Bahá’í Ontology 
 Ian Kluge

“The newly born Bábe of that Day”: Mysticism in the Age of the Maturity 
of Humankind 
 Julio Savi

Religion and Exclusivism: a Bahá’í Perspective 
 Julio Savi

Seeds of Revelation and the Mystic Bond between The Báb and Bahá’u’lláh: 
Excerpts from the Persian Bayán 
 James B. Thomas

The Bahá’í Faith in the Arabic Speaking Middle East: Part 1 (1753-1863) 
 Ramsey Zeine

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Eight, © 2007
Chronicles of a Birth: Early References to the Bábí and Bahá’í Religions in 
Spain (1873-1895) 
 Amín E. Egea, translated by Francisco J. Díaz 

Baron Rosen’s Archive Collection of Bábí and Bahá’í Materials 
 Youli Ioannesyan 
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Mysticism East and West 
 Farhang Jahanpour 

The Word is the Master Key for the Whole World: The “Teaching and 
Spirit of the Cause” in Dialogical and Personal Thinking 
 Wolfgang A. Klebel 

Buddhism and the Bahá’í Writings: An Ontological Rapprochement 
 Ian Kluge 

Why the Bahá’í Faith Is Not Pluralist 
 Grant S. Martin 

The Art of Rhetoric in the Writings of Shoghi Effendi 
 Jack McLean 

Àbdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet on the Functioning of the Universal House of Justice: 
A Provisional Translation and Commentary 
 Moojan Momen 

The Bahá’í Covenant 
 Ali Nakhjavani 

Minimalism from a Bahá’í Perspective 
 Mahyad Zaerpoor Rahnamaie 

Law -̇i-Maryam (Tablet to Maryam) Revealed by Bahá’u’lláh: A Provisional 
Translation and Commentary 
 Julio Savi and Faezeh Mardani Mazzoli 

The Emergence of World Civilization: An Exposition on Excerpts from the 
Writings of Shoghi Effendi 
 James B. Thomas

Designation of Mírzá Yahyá Azal in the Writings of the Báb: Will and 
Testament of the Báb; Memorandum from the Research Department; 
Making the Crooked Straight 

Letters Written on Behalf of the Guardian 

Daniel’s Prophecies

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Nine, © 2008
Emergence, Enchantment, Entanglement and Excellence of the Cosmos 
 Wolfgang Klebel

Bahá’u’lláh’s “Most Sublime Vision” 
 Wolfgang Klebel

Postmodernism and the Bahá’í Writings Part One 
 Ian Kluge
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Postmodernism and the Bahá’í Writings Part Two 
 Ian Kluge

Relativism and the Bahá’í Writings 
 Ian Kluge

Shoghi Effendi’s The Dispensation of Bahá’u’lláh: A Theology of the Word 
 Jack McLean

Insider and Outsider Scholarship in Bahá’í Studies 
 Moojan Momen

The Lesser Peace and the Most Great Peace 
 Àli Nakhjavani

The Súrat al-mulk and the Súrat al-mulúk: A Preliminary Comparison 
 Sholeh A. Quinn

Prophets and Mountains 
 Moshe Sharon

Prayers and rituals in the Bahá’í Faith: A Tablet to Jináb-i-Mullá ‘Alí-
Akbar fí Ardi’l-Álif 
 Julio Savi and Faezeh Mardani

Tablet to Jináb-i-Mullá ‘Alí-Akbar fí ardi’l-álif 
 trans. Julio Savi and Faezeh Mardani

The Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice 
 Ian Semple

The Rise of Justice in the Spiritual and Secular Life of Man: An Exposition 
on excerpts from The Advent of Divine Justice 
 James B. Thomas

The Resurrection and Return of Jesus

Issues Related to the Study of the Bahá’í Faith

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Ten, © 2009
Further Comments on a Passage of the Lawh-i-Hikmat 
  Amin Egea

The Bahá’í Worldview on Unity of Religions: Progressive Revelation: 
Principles and Insights from the History of Science 
  Jena Khadem Khodadad

A Glimpse into the Life of Laura Dreyfus-Barney 
  Mona Khademi
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In the Heart of All That Is: “Heart” in Bahá’í Writings and Science 
  Wolfgang A. Klebel

In the Pure Soil of Thy Heart: “Heart” in Bahá’í Writings  
and Neurocardiology 
  Wolfgang A. Klebel

 Some Answered Questions: A Philosophical Perspective 
  Ian Kluge.

 Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit: Chapter 31 of  
Some Answered Questions 
  Moojan Momen

 Man Is Man: Àbdul-Bahá on Human Evolution 
  Ramin Neshati.

 Methods and qualities of the seekers of Reality in Some Answered  
Questions in the light of Bahá’í Scriptures 
  Julio Savi

 Comments on the Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice

 Some Thoughts on the Ministry of the Universal House of Justice 
  'Ali Nakhjávání

 Classification of the Bahá’í Sacred Texts

 Development of Bahá’í Scholarly Activities

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Eleven, © 2010
Chronicles of a Birth Part III: Early References to the Bábí and Bahá’í 
Religions in Spain (1873-1895) 
 Amín E. Egea

Reflections on Some Messianic Prophecies in Shaykhi Works 
 Y. A. Ioannesyan

Textual Context and Literary Criticism: A Case Study based on a Letter 
from Shoghi Effendi 
 Gerald Keil

The Path of God 
 Wolfgang A. Klebel

Neoplatonism and the Bahá’í Writings 
 Ian Kluge

Bahá’u’lláh's Tablet of the Uncompounded Reality (Law˙ Basí† al-Óaqíqa)  
 Moojan Momen



447

Appendices

Dashavatara and Progressive Revelation 
 Anupam Premanand

Towards a Contextualization of Bahá’u’lláh’s Law -̇i Qiná‘ 
 Sholeh A. Quinn

The Indispensibility of Consultation for Ordering Human Affairs 
 Ian Semple

Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice

Infallibility of the Universal House of Justice

Authority and Centrality of the Universal House of Justice

Lights of ‘Irfán Book Twelve, © 2011
The Travels of Àbdu’l-Bahá and their Impact 
 Amin Egea

The Essence of Man 
 Wolfgang A. Klebel

Neo-Platonism and the Baha'i Faith, Part II 
 Ian Kluge 

Preparing Baha’i Communities to Embrace Gender Equality 
 Baharieh Rohani Ma'ani 

Perfection and Refinement: Towards an Aesthetics of the Bab 
 Moojan Momen 

The Duty of Kindness and Sympathy Towards Strangers 
 Julio Savi 

May flowers in the Ville Lumière 
 Julio Savi  

The indispensability of Consultation 
 Ian Semple 

The Mystery of Divinity 
 James B. Thomas  

Speaking on Socio-Political Issues  

Teaching the Cause of God: A Two-Edged Sword  
 Ali Nakhjavani 

Relativism, A Theological and Cognitive Basis for Bahá’í Ideas 
 Moojan Momen 
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 Publications of the ‘Irfán Colloquia

Moojan. Momen (ed.), scripture and revelation (oxford: george ronald, 1997)

Moojan Momen (ed.), The Bahá’í faith and the World religions (oxford: george 
ronald, 2005)

iraj Ayman (ed.), The Lights of ìrfán: Compilations of Papers Presented at ‘irfán 
Colloquia (in English), Books one to Book Eleven, 2000 - 2012

iraj Ayman (ed.), safini-yi irfán: Compilations of Papers Presented at ‘irfán Col-
loquia (in Persian). Books one to Book Thirteen, 1998 - 2012

farah Dustdar (ed.), Beiträge des ‘irfán–Kolloquiums: Compilations of Papers 
Presented at ‘irfán Colloquia (in german) Books one to five (hofheim, germany: 
Bahá’í Verlag, 2004 - 2009)

Maryam Afshar, images of Christ in the Writings of Àbdu’l-Bahá, 2004

Wolfgang Klebel, revelation of Unity, Unity of revelation (Darmsdat, germany: 
reyhani Verlag, 2009)

Vahid rafati, áftab ámad Dalil-i áftáb, The proof of the sun is the sun (Darmsdat, 
germany: reyhani Verlag, 2010)
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