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OMy servants! My holy, My divinely ordained Revelation may be likened

unto an ocean in whose depths are concealed innumerable pearls of great price,

of surpassing luster. It is the duty of every seeker to bestir himself and strive to attain

the shores of this ocean, so that he may, in proportion to the eagerness of his search and

the ef forts he hath exerted, partake of such benefits as have been pre-ordained in God’s

irrevocable and hidden Tablets. 

— B a h á ’ u ’ l l á h

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 326
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Pre f a c e

T
he Li g h ts of ‘I r f án is a new series of the ‘I r f án publ i cati ons in the English lan g u age, con ta in in g

the te xt of the pap e rs pre s e n ted at the ‘I r f án Colloquia and Semin ars, spon s ored by the Haj Me hd i

A r j m and Me mor i al Fund. ‘I r f án is a Pe rsi an-A rabic word refe r r ing to mys ti cal, theolo gi cal, and

s pir i t u al knowl ed ge. Haj Me hdi Arjmand (1861–1941) was a distinguished Bahá’í scholar of Biblical studies
and a prominent teacher of the Bahá’í Faith in Iran. 

The ‘I r f án Colloquia star ted in 1993 and have con tinued to be held annu ally in North America and

Europ e. The a im and purpose of the ‘I r f án ac tiv i ties is to fo s ter sys te m atic studies of the scriptures of

the world’s re l i gi ons from a Bahá’í pers p ec tive and to promote schol arly studies in the sac red writin gs ,

ve r i ties, and theolo gi cal pr inci ples of the Bahá’í Faith. Annu al colloquia and semin ars are held separate-

ly in the English and Pe rsi an lan g u age s.

Beginn ing in 1996, a series of annu al semin ars was added to the ‘I r f án colloquia for the purpose of

pre s e n ting studies on the writin gs of the Bahá’í Fa i t h, star ting with the study of the writin gs of

B ahá’u’ lláh, the founde r-prophet of the Bahá’í Faith. In the semin ars, each year selec ted writin gs from

one of the main periods of Bahá’u’ lláh’s min is t ry have been pre s e n ted and dis cu s s ed in chronolo gi cal

orde r.

In 1999, more than forty topics we re pre s e n ted at the ‘I r f án colloquia and semin ars, which we re held

at the Trent Park Campus of Middlesex Unive rsity in London, England, and at the Louhelen and Bosch

B ahá’í Schools in Mi c h i gan and Cal i fornia in the United State s. Book One of the Li g h ts of ‘I r f án con-

ta ins a dozen pap e rs that we re pre s e n ted at those colloquia and semin ars in 1999. We hope and in te nd

to con tinue publ is h ing the Li g h ts of ‘I r f án series in the years to com e.

One of the main themes of the ‘I r f án Colloquia in 1999 was “World Re l i gi ons and the Bahá’í Fa i t h .”

Pap e rs on “Pil g r im age and Re l i gi ous Ide n tity in the Bahá’í Fa i t h,” “C ommon Teac h in gs in Chin e s e

Cult ure and the Bahá’í Faith: From Mate r i al Civ il iz ati on to Spir i t u al Civ il iz ati on,” “The New Age

P h e nom e non and the Bahá’í Fa i t h,” “A St udy of the Mean ing of the Word ‘A l-A mr in the Qur’án and in

the Wr i tin gs of Bahá’u’ lláh,” and “The Book of Re ve l ati on Re veal ed in Glory: A Summ ary of G lor i ou s

Re ve l ati on,” “The Deve lopment of Hum ankind ,” and “The Concept of Sac red Ju s ti ce in Heb re w

E s c h atolo gy” are re l ated to that theme.

“The Bedrock of Bahá’í Be l i ef: The Doctrine of Pro g re s sive Re ve l ati on” and “‘Abdu’ l-B ahá’s

E xpl an ati on of the Teac h in gs of Bahá’u’ lláh: Tabl e ts and Talks Tran s l ated in to English (1911–1920” are

re l ated to the other theme of the colloqu i a—“Fund am e n tal Ve r i ties and the Pr inci ples of the Bahá’í Be l i ef

Sys te m .” “Ki t á b -i-A qdas as Described and Glor i f i ed by Shoghi Effe nd i,” “The Seven Vall e ys of

B ahá’u’ lláh and Far id ud-Din At tár,” and “S ome Chronolo gi cal Issues in the Law ̇  -i-H ikm at of

B ahá’u’ lláh” are pap e rs that we re pre s e n ted at the ‘I r f án Semin ars.

The present volume con ta ins the pap e rs that we re received for publ i cati on before the end of Dece mbe r

1999. The texts of these papers are published as provided by their authors without further editing; there f o re, they
do not follow the same style or scholarly approach. In addition, there may be errors of transliteration, which we re
not corrected due to time constraints related to publication. The papers re p resent the views and understandings of
the authors. They are published in this volume according to the alphabetical order of the names of the authors.
Ab s t rac ts of all the pre s e n tati ons made at the colloquia and semin ars are publ is h ed in separate book l e ts.

The pap e rs pre s e n ted at the first and second sessi ons of the ‘I r f án Colloquia, Newca s t l e-up on-Ty n e ,

E n g l and, in Decemer 1993 and Wilm e t te, Ill inois, in March 1994 are publ is h ed by George Ron ald ,

O xford, England, 1997 under the title S c r i p t ure and Re ve l ati on.

I raj Ay m an
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